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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2007 AT 10:00 AM
1.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 10:18 A.M.

2.
ROLL CALL

Mayor Cooper, Vice Mayor Julian, Commissioners London and Schiller, City Manager Good, City Attorney Jove, City Clerk McGough – All present

NOTE:

COMMISSIONER ROSS ARRIVED AT 11:30 A.M.

3.
PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE

4.
CONSIDERATION OF THE CITY’S LEGISLATIVE ISSUES, PRIORITIES AND

 
LEGISLATIVE ACTION PLAN 

Mayor Cooper noted the Commission considers these legislative issues on an annual basis.  In addition to Attachment 1 provided by the City Manager, she is providing a draft of the Broward League of Cities 2008 State Legislative Action Plan which is also included in the Commission’s backup.  

City Manager Good noted Attachment 1 contains an outline of issues to be discussed. 

City Manager Good noted the first issue under Priority 1 – Issues of Local Impact is the proposed property tax legislation.  Key to this issue is not just the tax plan but the fact that the State is taking control of local government and challenging local home rule authority.  This issue needs to be addressed by the Commission and by the Broward and Florida League of Cities, as appropriate, and by the City’s State Lobbyist during the legislative session, with possible legal action.  

NOTE:

STATE LOBBYIST LAWRENCE SMITH TO ADDRESS AS A TOP

 

PRIORITY THE CITY’S CONCERNS REGARDING EROSION OF HOME 



RULE POWERS AND THE IMPACTS DURING THE LEGISLATIVE

SESSION
Mayor Cooper noted that she had received a copy of a DVD from the Florida League of Cities developed by Mike Sittig, Executive Director, which discusses the proposed property tax legislation referendum.  She requested that a portion of the DVD be played at tomorrow’s City Commission meeting and that the DVD also be placed on the City’s website so members of the public can play and view it.
NOTE:

DVD FROM THE FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES PERTAINING TO THE

 

PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEGISLATION REFERENDUM TO BE 



PLACED ON THE CITY’S CABLE TV GOVERNMENT CHANNEL FOR

VIEWING BY THE PUBLIC

Mayor Cooper noted there are two proposals before the Florida Budget and Tax Reform Commission.  

Frank Hileman, Manager of Intergovernmental Relations, briefed the Commission on the two proposals and noted there are others and the proposals are in process of being revised.   He recommended a Resolution be passed opposing the Lacasa proposed legislation.  

Mayor Cooper recommended a Resolution supporting the re-evaluation of sales tax legislation, in general, would be appropriate as there are a variety of bills being proposed at this time.

Vice Mayor Julian inquired about the McKay proposal.  Frank Hileman advised this proposal focused on sales and use taxes and included a tax on services.  When Florida had a service tax before there were complaints that the law was cumbersome and confusing and it was repealed.  Significant opposition is expected from business interests should this proposal proceed.

Following discussion, Mayor Cooper asked if a motion was desired by the Commission regarding a Resolution opposing the Lacasa proposed legislation.  Commissioner London noted he had just received the backup materials this morning and could not make a decision on the proposed legislation without more time to review it.

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO DIRECT STAFF TO DRAFT A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION OF THE LACASA PROPOSED LEGISLATION AND BRING BACK FOR COMMISSION CONSIDERATION.  The motion carried by voice vote, 3/1. (Commissioner London voted no; Commissioner Ross absent)

Mayor Cooper again recommended a Resolution be adopted supporting re-evaluation of sales and use taxes, without referencing any particular bill.

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO DIRECT STAFF TO DRAFT A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A RE-EVALUATION OF SALES AND USE TAXES.  The motion carried by a voice call vote, 4/0. (Commissioner Ross absent)
NOTE:

RESOLUTION TO BE GENERAL AND NOT REFERENCE ANY 



SPECIFIC BILL(S)

Mayor Cooper stated the next item for discussion was the Ballot Initiative being promoted by House Speaker Rubio.  

City Manager Good asked City Attorney Jove to discuss an earlier interview he had heard regarding Speaker Rubio’s comments on the Ballot Initiative.  During this interview, Speaker Rubio stated his initial initiative was to repeal ad valorem taxes completely and replace with sales taxes.  This would have removed one of local government’s most significant revenues used to provide public services.

Mayor Cooper noted that Dan Atkins from Mardi Gras Gaming Center was present and stated Priority I, item #3 pertaining to the tribal gaming compact entered into by Governor Crist would now be discussed. 

NOTE:

DAN ATKINS ARRIVED AT 10:38 A.M.

Dan Atkins stated it appears the Florida Supreme Court will rule on the authority of the Governor to enter into the tribal gaming compact just before the beginning of the legislative session.  He believes the Supreme Court will find that the Legislature has to approve the terms and conditions of the tribal gaming compact.  Mr. Atkins also thinks it can be challenged at the federal level. Should the United States Department of Interior approve implementation of the gaming Compact approved by Governor Crist this would provide an unfair competitive advantage before the State Legislature was able to act.  It is important for local governments that they receive a fair share of taxes from the gaming and that in Broward County the tax on gaming (for tribal and non-tribal gaming) be on a level playing field.  Currently the pari-mutuels in Broward County are paying a tax rate of about 62%.  This tax structure was established under the Governor Bush administration to set up the casinos to fail.  

If the Florida Supreme Court rules the Governor did not have the authority to enter into the tribal Compact, the following could occur:

1- Governor Crist and the tribes could re-negotiate.  (This is not likely to happen)

2- The section of the compact stating it can be ratified without approval of the Legislature could be removed and the revised compact sent to the Legislature for consideration.

3- No action taken (This is not likely to happen) 

If option 2 above occurs, the current compact is not likely to be approved by the Florida House.   Hopefully, the Legislature (both House and Senate) would send a revised Compact to the Governor and the tribes for their consideration and the revised Compact would include a level playing field for tribal and non-tribal casinos.

A level playing field would involve all casinos in Broward County having the right to the same products (games) and the same operating hours.  

Dan Atkins does not believe the tax structure on the tribal and non-tribal casinos will ever be equal; however, if the State would reduce the 62% tax structure on the non-tribal casinos, this would provide the non-tribal casinos with revenue for capital improvements. 

He suggested that the current tax rate be cut in half.  Another option is to redefine what is taxable.  This method could involve deducting monies spent on capital improvements from the revenue that is taxed.  

Commissioner London asked Mr. Atkins to give an overview of the revenue and how it is paid out.  Mr. Atkins advised that out of each dollar of revenue collected, about 8 cents is the net amount left (about 92% of revenues are paid out to those playing the games).  The net amount of 8 cents is taxed and is distributed as follows:

4 cents to the State (50% of the net)

2.5 cents to local governments (City and County)

This is a total of 6.5 cents for “taxation.”

As operating costs are about 3 cents, it is evident that the operation is already in the “red.”  Casinos which have made extensive capital investments such as Gulfstream and Isle of Capri are further in the “red” with their debt service and it will be difficult for them to continue to operate.

Based on the above, Mr. Atkins noted he believes the Legislature and the Governor’s Office both understand there is a problem with the current tax rate structure on non-tribal casinos. 

Dan Atkins reiterated that he needs the City’s support for non-tribal casinos having the same gaming products and operating hours as the tribal casinos.    

Mr. Atkins noted that with the current 62% tax rate it is not possible to carry out what the Broward voters approved – a Las Vegas style Destination Resort. The envisioned tax rate at the time was 30%, not 62% and at the lower level, the Destination Resort can be achieved.  

City Manager Good asked Mr. Atkins to describe the capital improvements he envisioned and the impact on the community.  Mr. Atkins noted the local impact of his 21 million dollar annual payroll at Mardi Gras (can be factored 4 times for actual impact) plus the payroll impact from Gulfstream.  Further, should the tax rate be lowered, as discussed, he has plans to develop a 350 room hotel, a 40,000 sq. ft. event arena, have 70,000 more sq. ft. for gaming (up to 2,000 machines) and with the same products and hours of operations as tribal casinos, a “true” Las Vegas style resort can result. 

Mayor Cooper recommended that staff draft a resolution (for the State and the Federal Governments) which stresses the economic impact of casinos and the importance of a level playing field on Broward County, as a whole, and include the importance of a credit for expenditures for capital improvements (redefining what is taxed), and the significant impact casinos have on jobs.

Commissioner London asked Mr. Atkins if casinos were approved in Miami-Dade County as a result of the January 29, 2008 referendum, would this be an advantage for Broward County.  Mr. Atkins advised if three additional sites are approved for gaming this might help spur the State to grant some tax relief for capital investments with three new gaming facilities in the mix.  With the three new casinos also paying taxes, the State could have the same amount of revenue at a lower tax rate as it now receives at the higher 62% rate from casinos only in Broward County.  This change in the tax rate would therefore not affect the amount of revenue to the State, which is an important consideration.  

Further, in response to a question from Commissioner London, Mr. Atkins noted the constitutional issue of taxing an industry out of business is being researched. Mr. Atkins stated that State wide there appears to be an understanding that it is important that the non-tribal casinos in Broward County not be unfairly taxed.

Commissioner London asked about the current position of the Bureau of Indian Affairs regarding the expansion of tribal gaming in light of the proposed expansion of the tribal casino in Coconut Creek.  Mr. Atkins noted there is a reversal of thinking in Washington, D.C. regarding tribes taking lands into trust.  Further, there is discussion about taxing revenues from the tribal casinos.  The federal government is looking into the spending by the tribes.  Further, the tribal casinos are not required to post the rate of return which is required of the non-tribal casinos.   

Dan Atkins asked the City Commission to join him in meetings with Federal elected officials including the City’s Federal Delegation and with federal administrators regarding the issues being discussed today. 

City Manager Good noted the financial ability to complete capital Improvements is critical for the non-tribal casinos as the tribes are expanding casino operations and the non-tribal casinos will not be able to compete on a level playing field. For example, the Seminoles are working toward U.S. 441 becoming a “casino row.” Taxation relief for non-tribal casinos is needed to promote and enable competitive capital improvements which will attract persons to the facilities. 

Dan Atkins noted a tax break, per se, would not be needed if the non-tribal casinos could recoup the value of their capital improvements. If a 20% to 25% tax rate were achievable because of capital investment recouping, this would enable the casinos on U.S. 1 to complete with the Seminole “casino row” on U.S. 441.  A Capital Fund could be established whereby expenditures would be made from this Fund for capital improvements and if the expenditures are not made within a two year period, the monies could revert to the State.   

Mayor Cooper asked if the tribes are subject to growth management regulations regarding water/sewer, transportation, roadways and related impacts. Dan Atkins stated they are not subject to these regulations and Mayor Cooper stated this issue should be added to the Resolution.  

City Manager Good asked what is preventing the tribes from going to Class 3 gaming. Dan Atkins stated the United States Department of the Interior must take action by 12/29/07 to approve or take no action regarding the tribal compact with the State.  The compact is not effective until its publication in the Federal Register and this publication is  under the control of the United States Department of the Interior.   Mr. Atkins believes the publication will not occur pending review by the Florida Supreme Court.

In response to a question from Vice Mayor Julian, Mr. Atkins noted the Compact approved by Governor Crist encompasses 7 tribal locations within the State.  There are many loop holes in the Compact which will enable the tribes to “get out” of paying revenues to the State.  Identifying any form of illegal gaming in the State enables the tribes not to pay the State.

City Manager Good asked Mr. Atkins to recap what he thinks the City can best do to assist in addressing the above issues. 

Dan Atkins stated local government representatives should attend committee meetings with representatives of the gaming industry so the legislature knows the city and the gaming operators are working together toward a common end. 

Mayor Cooper noted a vote on the proposed Resolution is in order.

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO DIRECT STAFF TO DRAFT A RESOLUTION FOR STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS NOTING THE POSITIVE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF GAMING INCLUDING THE IMPACT ON LOCAL JOBS, THE IMPORTANCE OF A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD FOR TRIBAL AND NON-TRIBAL CASINOS, THE NEED TO REDEFINE TAXABLE REVENUES TO EXCLUDE EXPENDITURES FOR CAPITAL INVESTMENTS FROM TAXATION, THE IMPORTANCE OF GREATER FEDERAL OVERSIGHT OF TRIBAL GAMING OPERATIONS AND THAT TRIBAL DEVELOPMENTS SHOULD ALSO BE SUBJECT TO DEVELOPMENT REVIEW AND MITIGATION REQUIREMENTS AS NON-TRIBAL DEVELOPMENTS. The motion carried by voice vote, 4/0. (Commissioner Ross absent)
NOTE:

DAN ATKINS DEPARTED AT 11:11 A.M.

NOTE:

COMMISSIONER LONDON DEPARTED AT 11:11 A.M. AND 



RETURNED AT 11:22 A.M.

Mayor Cooper stated the next item for discussion is item # 2, Priority 1, regarding the Florida Hometown Democracy Initiative.  The collection of signatures supporting this initiative was discussed and a question posed about what authority a municipality has to question the process. Frank Hileman stated the Department of State, Division of Elections would be the contact regarding concerns about incorrect information being given during solicitation of signatures for support of the initiative.  

NOTE:

FLORIDA DIVISION OF ELECTIONS TO RECEIVE A LETTER

 

PERTAINING TO IMPROPER AND INCORRECT PROCEDURES USED

 

BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE HOMETOWN DEMOCRACY

 

INITIATIVE TO COLLECT SIGNATURES SUPPORTING THE

 

INITIATIVE

Mayor Cooper noted the next item is Priority 1, item #4 pertaining to modifying Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, relating to creation and operation of Community Redevelopment Agencies (CRAs).

Mayor Cooper asked if there have been any bills related to auditing of CRAs and Frank Hileman stated no bills have yet been filed. 

Mayor Cooper noted the next item is Priority 1, Item #5 pertaining to accurate population figures for tax and revenue related formulas and calculations. City Manager Good noted this has been a significant issue for the City as the 2000 census numbers were incorrect for Hallandale Beach (a portion of the City was not counted) and this has affected tax and revenue related formulas and calculations based on census data. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO DIRECT STAFF TO DRAFT A RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO ENABLING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO ENSURE AN ACCURATE AND FAIR CURRENT POPULATION COUNT IS OBTAINED AND VERIFIED.  The motion carried by voice vote, 4/0. (Commissioner Ross absent)








NOTE:
METHODOLOGY TO OBTAIN CURRENT OR CORRECTED POPULATION COUNT WOULD BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH UNITED STATES CENSUS STANDARDS

Mayor Cooper noted the next item is Priority 1, Item #6 pertaining to building inspectors working in Broward County. City Manager Good described the additional requirements to work as a Building Inspector in Broward County and the impacts on employing qualified persons and their resulting salary requirements.  

NOTE:

COMMISSIONER ROSS ARRIVED AT 11:30 A.M.

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER, SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN TO DIRECT STAFF TO DRAFT A RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO REQUIRING UNIFORM STANDARDS FOR BUILDING INSPECTORS.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.
A general discussion of building construction and modular structures ensued. The City will continue to monitor building requirements pertaining to modular structures.

Mayor Cooper stated there is an issue regarding whether cities can require Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) standards to be incorporated into new construction and the City should take a position. Currently, the City cannot mandate incorporation of the standards but may do so through negotiation with developers. She recommended the City support State legislation requiring incorporation of LEED standards for new construction through an amendment to the Florida Building Code.

Vice Mayor Julian said such a requirement could be a financial burden on a developer and inquired about the status of the legislation. City Manager Good stated there is a bill under consideration whereby a developer shall include LEED standards in a project provided the local government expedites processing of the development through the review procedures.  The idea is that the costs for the LEED amenities will be offset by the reduction in time for the development to be reviewed.  City Manager Good noted the bill is expected to be further amended and the City should wait for an evaluation of the final bill before taking action. 

Mayor Cooper noted she had spoken to Senator Garcia’s office regarding growth management legislation pertaining to persons or entities which repeatedly attempt to delay or defeat projects for apparent personal gain.  

Mayor Cooper discussed changes in fire codes and specifically the issue of requiring sprinklers in outside eating areas.  City Manager Good stated this will continue to be investigated and monitored. 

Commissioner Ross stated it is important that the City be up to date regarding code changes and City Manager Good noted staff will take appropriate action.

Mayor Cooper noted Priority I, Item#7 pertaining to retirement systems was the next item for discussion. 

Frank Hileman, Manager of Intergovernmental Relations, noted there are three (3) bills pending pertaining to retirement system investments to allow for increased flexibility in investments including international funds.  Commissioner London noted the ability to do alternative investments in real estate such as timber lands should be supported.  Mark Antonio, Assistant City Manager, noted that the investment policy for the Police and Fire Pension Board does not restrict alternative investments.  City Manager Good stated the matter would be further researched.

Commissioner Ross noted a concern about the State interfering with local governments’ ability to negotiate collective bargaining agreements. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO DRAFT RESOLUTION SUPPORTING LEGISLATION WHICH WILL PROVIDE INCREASED FLEXIBILITY IN FOREIGN INVESTMENTS.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0. 

NOTE:

A STATEMENT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE CITY’S LEGISLATIVE

 

PACKAGE THAT THE CITY IS OPPOSED TO LEGISLATION WHICH

 

WOULD LIMIT THE CITY’S ABILITY TO MANAGE ITS PENSION

 

PLANS, INCLUDING NEGOTIATION OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 



AGREEMENTS

Vice Mayor Julian noted a Resolution supporting donation of surplus fire equipment and material to volunteer fire departments within the United States has been placed on the December 19, 2007 Commission agenda
MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO SUPPORT THE INCLUSION OF THE ABOVE RESOLUTION IN THE CITY’S FEDERAL LEGISLATION PACKAGE AS A PRIORITY ITEM.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0

Mayor Cooper noted the next items for consideration are listed under Priority II, Statewide Issues.  

The first issue involves legislation to enable municipalities to install unmanned monitoring devices for traffic enforcement.  Mayor Cooper asked if the bill took away the City’s ability to obtain revenue from the enforcement action.

Frank Hileman, Manager of Intergovernmental Relations, discussed the Red Light Enforcement bill which has been introduced in both the House and Senate. Violators are to receive a citation similar to a parking citation (not a moving violation).  A specific enforcement officer must be named and this individual will issue the citation.  The monitoring devices can be installed on public right-of-way, state-wide. Further, the City will be able to collect revenue as part of the enforcement action.  

Mayor Cooper noted the City has an Inter-local Agreement with Broward County for processing of City parking citations and pays the County a fee for this service, which includes appearance before judicial officials. For red light enforcement citations, the named enforcement officer who issues the citation would be involved in presenting testimony, if the matter goes to court.  How many cases would go to court have to be determined.  

Commissioner Ross stated she would need to read the bill before she voted on a Resolution.  

Commissioner London asked Frank Hileman if there were differences between the House and Senate versions of the bill and asked City Attorney Jove how many judges are requiring him to be present in court for parking citations.  Mr. Hileman stated the bills were essentially identical and City Attorney Jove noted his appearance will depend upon how individual judges handle their dockets.  

In response to questions from Commissioner London, not paying the citation fine from the red light enforcement program as described in the bill can impact ability to renew vehicle registration. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO DIRECT STAFF TO DRAFT A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION PERTAINING TO MUNICIPALITIES INSTALLING UNMANNED MONITORING DEVICES TO PROVIDE FOR TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT AND ISSUANCE OF CITATIONS.  The motion carried by voice vote, 3/2 (Commissioners London and Ross – no)

Priority II, item #2 pertains to prohibiting use of cellular phones by persons under the age of 18 while operating a motor vehicle. 

Frank Hileman advised the bill has been filed and the vehicle cannot be stopped if a person is on a cellular phone.  There must be a moving violation in order to stop the vehicle and if so the vehicle operator can also be fined for cellular phone use.  

NO ACTION TAKEN

Priority II, item #3 pertains to supporting legislation to expand the number of grants a City may apply for which are overseen by the Florida Department of Community Affairs.
MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO DIRECT STAFF TO DRAFT A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING LEGISLATION TO EXPAND THE NUMBER OF GRANTS A LOCAL GOVERNMENT MAY APPLY FOR WHICH ARE OVERSEEN BY THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.
Priority II, item #4 pertains to opposing legislation mandating cities to report quarterly to the State all expenditures over $5,000 made per contractual agreements.

Frank Hileman stated he anticipated many local governments would oppose this requirement given the amount of detailed reporting that would be required. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO DIRECT STAFF TO DRAFT A RESOLUTION OPPOSING LEGISLATION MANDATING THAT LOCAL GOVERNMENTS REPORT ON A QUARTERLY BASIS TO THE STATE CONTRACT EXPENDITURES OVER $5,000.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0. 

Mayor Cooper stated that Priority II, item #5 regarding Legislation addressing the investments of the Florida State Investment Pool would be discussed during tomorrow’s Commission meeting.  A report would be discussed.

Mayor Cooper noted that Priority III, Appropriations, is next for consideration.

Mayor Cooper stated she would like to add additional items to the City’s list of requested appropriations.  She is recommending adding special, direct funding for addressing salt water intrusion impacts on eastern communities and direct funding to municipalities which provide Shuttle Services. 

Commissioner London asked if there were bills for the requested appropriations and if so, he would have liked to review them. It was clarified that there are no appropriation bills now but this part of the legislative package should be promoted so that the items are considered for inclusion in State appropriations.

NOTE: 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE THREE ITEMS UNDER PRIORITY III AS

 

WELL AS THE TWO ADDITIONAL ITEMS REQUESTED BY MAYOR

 

COOPER WERE DISCUSSED AND CONSENSUS REACHED TO 



SUPPORT THEM AS PART OF THE CITY’S STATE LEGISLATIVE 



PACKAGE

NOTE:

THE CITY’S STATE LOBBYIST TO
CHAMPION THESE FUNDING

 

PRIORITIES WITH THE BROWARD LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND

 

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE TOWARD SECURING

 

THE REQUESTED FUNDING

Mayor Cooper noted she was concerned that there needs to be stronger controls in place over the actions of companies doing right of way work in public rights-of-way.  There should be time frames for taking corrective actions to restore the right-of-way and penalties if this is not done.  She noted she would be championing this issue as Chair of the Broward League of Cities.

Mayor Cooper advised there is a local bill to establish a special taxing district for fire at the county level. The Broward League of Cities opposes this and she recommends the City do also. 

City Manager Good advised there is also a local bill pertaining to establishing a Special District Commission composed of 18 members selected by the Broward County Commission who would have oversight over all special districts in Broward County, including Community Redevelopment Agencies (CRAs) and Safe Neighborhood Districts.

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO DIRECT STAFF TO DRAFT A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO THE TWO LOCAL BILLS.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.
Mayor Cooper stated she would like to pursue the City seeking exemption from Broward County control of signalization and right of way improvements on State roadways in Hallandale Beach because of the City’s unique position of having two pari-mutuels. 

City Manager Good stated that a bill to accomplish this may be the way to approach this concern as Broward County has denied the City’s request to take this control. However, should this control be approved, the City would assume all liability on the roadways, as well.  This matter will continue to be considered.  

City Manager Good noted that the position of the City pertaining to the two local bills would be taken to the meeting of the Broward Delegation on Thursday, December 20, 2007. 

Mayor Cooper adjourned meeting at 12:14 P.M.
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