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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2007 AT 7:00 PM
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 7:09 P.M.

2. ROLL CALL

Mayor Cooper, Vice Mayor Julian, Commissioners London, Ross and Schiller, City Manager Good, City Attorney Jove, and City Clerk McGough - All Present

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS

A. Presentation of Check to the Sheriff's Foundation

Police Chief Magill spoke about fallen and injured law enforcement personnel and that the City was working with Broward Sheriff’s Office (BSO) District 2 personnel to address the increase in crime and violence.  Chief Eric McKinstry from the BSO accepted a check for $1,530 which was raised through a car wash fundraiser event and will go directly to the families of Sgt. Chris Reyka and Deputy Maury Hernandez, who were killed and injured, respectively, in the line of duty.  The BSO, Hallandale Beach Kiwanis Club and Police Explorers took part in planning and holding the car wash.

It was noted that the Broward Sheriff’s Office has a website through which donations can be made to the Sheriff’s Foundation.  The website address is:  http://www.sheriff.org/about_bso/other/sheriff_foundation/ 

B. Recognition of Sue Bradley and Other Volunteers from Parker Plaza for Establishing a City Adopt-A-Beach Program 

Mayor Cooper thanked Sue Bradley and other volunteers from Parker Plaza for their work in cleaning up the beach area.  Ms. Bradley noted about 100 persons attended the first cleanup on September 15, 2007 and there were representatives from Parker Plaza and Wal-Mart in attendance.  The Marine Advisory Committee has also been active in this initiative as well as the cleanup of other waterways within the City. The plan is for each condominium association along South Ocean Drive to commit to cleaning their portion of the beach twice each month on a regular schedule.  This will supplement the City’s efforts.  There are corporate entities also interested in supporting the Adopt-A-Beach Program.  
Vice Mayor Julian noted he had an appointment to the Marine Advisory Committee and he made a motion to appoint Sue Bradley. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO APPOINT SUE BRADLEY TO THE MARINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.  
Commissioner London noted he had an appointment to the Marine Advisory Committee and he made a motion to appoint Rick Levinson.

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER LONDON, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPOINT RICK LEVINSON TO THE MARINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE.  The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.
A School Board sponsored beach cleanup has been scheduled for November 17, 2007 from 8:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.

C. Parks and Recreation Summary Report

Rebecca Munden Correa presented the report. 

It was noted that the Parks and Recreation Department’s monthly calendar of activities and events is available in hard copy and also on the City’s website.

Vice Mayor Julian spoke about the Outhouse Festival at Bluesten Park on October 31, 2007.

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (to be heard at 7:15 P.M.)

Dr. Eric Resnik, 1801 South Ocean Drive, Suite 100, spoke about a Helping Emotions and Learning Program (HELP) which is intended to be established in a former pharmacy building at 645 West Hallandale Beach Blvd. The private school will be an Educational and Therapeutic Center for children in Kindergarten through 5th grade and will include a Montessori educational curriculum, a focus on multi-language development and theme weeks to promote vocational and cultural awareness.  

Dr. Resnik noted his intention to ask for funding through the Hallandale Beach CRA’s business assistance program.  
Ed Napolitano, 100 Golden Isles Drive, noted he was President of the Lakeshore Towers Condominium Association.  He stated the residents on Golden Isles Drive want the City’s Marine Patrol to continue and that information about the patrol is desired.  Mayor Cooper noted the City is working on the issue of no wake zones with Senator Geller and Representative Gibbons. 
Mr. Napolitano asked about the clock that had been removed from the median of East Hallandale Beach Blvd. and City Manager Good noted there were issues with the Florida Department of Transportation regarding re-installation of the clock.  The issues should be resolved and the clock re-installed within 45 days. 
Mr. Napolitano discussed the Golden Isles Drive water main project noting communication with the City was not as good as desired.  
Further, other issues include lack of sidewalks and trees and need for additional parking.   City Manager Good stated the City has held several meetings in the area and additional meetings with the Golden Isles Drive Association will be scheduled.  
Myra Matthew, 10th grade teacher, Hallandale High School, noted she was involved in promoting help with reading and related skills for students at Hallandale High School and that additional “mentors” are needed.  Commissioner Ross noted she was willing to mentor at the High School.

Qunea Gordon, 104 S. Park Rd, Hollywood, advised she was President of the Hallandale High School Alumni and Friends Association and that the school’s homecoming festivities were scheduled for November 2, 2007.  She further noted the high school is seeking volunteers with financial and contracts experience to help students gain knowledge in these two areas.

Mayor Cooper advised that Citibank is sponsoring a Financial Literacy Program for both children and adults.  The program is being developed.  Ms. Gordon stated she wanted to participate. 

NOTE:
MS. QUINEA GORDON TO BE NOTIFIED REGARDING PARTICIPATION IN THE FINANCIAL LITERACY PROGRAM SPONSORED BY CITIBANK

6. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes - Regular Meetings of July 18, 2007 and August 1, 2007

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  The motion carried by voice vote, 50. 

7. CITY BUSINESS

A. Discussion of Signage for Posting of Zoning and Land Development Public Hearings (Staff: Director Development Services)(see backup) 
Mayor Cooper stated the requirements should be codified for notification to the public regarding proposed rezonings, land use plan amendments and approval of major development plans, including announcement of public forums and public hearings and the size and information on signs and their postings.  The information on the sign should be straightforward and not complicated.  Signs should be in place two weeks before any public forums and public hearings before the City’s Planning and Zoning Board, City Commission and other governmental agencies.  Signs must be current regarding the specific public meeting to be held.   

City Manager Good noted that the Commission is requested to reach consensus on the matter so a code amendment can be brought forward.  

Vice Mayor Julian concurred that the information on the sign should be simple and that a 4 foot by 4 foot sign is sufficient.  Further, he favors one sign per project even if the proposed project involves multiple streets.  

Commissioner London noted he had researched sign requirements of other cities and he was satisfied with the two week in advance notification requirement.  He favors a sign on each street fronting the proposed project and the sign should be capable of being read from 100 feet away.  The sign should state the approval or action being sought, the time, date and location for the public meeting, that additional information is available at the Development Services Department and the sign should be in place 14 days in advance of the public meeting.  This was offered as a motion.

COMMISSIONER LONDON MOVED TO APPROVE ONE SIGN FOR EACH STREET FRONTING THE PROPOSED PROJECT, LEGIBLE FROM 100 FEET, CONTAINS BASIC INFORMATION WITH A NOTE THAT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AT THE DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT, AND POSTED 14 DAYS IN ADVANCE OF THE PUBLIC MEETING.  The motion died for lack of a second. 

Vice Mayor Julian noted he recommended a 4 foot by 4 foot sign, with the posting 2 weeks before public meetings, the inclusion of basic information (purpose of the public meeting or hearing, project application number, date, time and location of the meeting, contact for further information), and a minimum of one sign based on the property size.

City Manager Good recommended that the basic information should be in large print, and more detailed project information in small print.  

Mayor Cooper noted the sign should stay posted until all approvals were received. City Manager Good recommended the sign should be removed following the holding of the specific noticed public meeting and a sign reinstalled two weeks before the next, scheduled public meeting.  The signs would have the purpose of notifying the public about the specific public meeting or hearing scheduled as part of the review process.  

Commissioner London noted his agreement that a simple description of the approval being sought should be included on the sign.  However, all street frontages should have a sign. 

Mayor Cooper stated the posting of multiple signs should be based on the acreage involved and should be subject to current sign regulations regarding large projects. City Manager Good concurred with the concern about multiple signs for small properties.  

Vice Mayor Julian made a motion, as follows:

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS TO APPROVE SIGNS TO BE 4 FOOT BY 4 FOOT, WITH THE NUMBER OF SIGNS INSTALLED PER CURRENT SIGN REGULATIONS, ERECTED TWO WEEKS BEFORE EACH PUBLIC MEETING OR HEARING AND REMOVED AFTER THE SPECIFIC PUBLIC MEETING OR HEARING IS HELD, CONTAIN IN LARGE PRINT A SIMPLE DESCRIPTION OF THE PURPOSE OF THE PUBLIC MEETING REGARDING THE PROPOSED PROJECT (WHAT IS BEING SOUGHT FOR APPROVAL), THE PROJECT APPLICATION NUMBER, DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF THE SPECIFIC PUBLIC MEETING, CONTACT INFORMATION FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTAIN MORE DETAILED INFORMATION IN SMALL PRINT, AND BRING BACK THE SIGN CODE AMENDMENT FOR FIRST READING, WHEN READY. The motion carried by voice vote, 5/0.
8. MONTHLY REPORTS

Commissioner London noted he had attended a meeting of the Lauderdale Lakes City Commission and the Commission has a meeting with the City Manager prior to the actual City Commission meeting to review and discuss the agenda items.  This practice should be researched to determine if it could be beneficial to the City.

Commissioner London asked for the status of the Comprehensive Water Master Plan.  City Manager Good noted the plan is in preparation and it should be completed within the next 45 days.  Commissioner London stated he had not received a copy of the City’s recently completed Strategic Plan and City Manager Good advised a copy was provided when the plan was presented to the City Commission and that an additional copy would be provided. 

Commissioner London requested that the Commission be notified of all training classes on the City’s computer applications.  City Manager Good noted the Commission is included on class notifications and that staff will provide training as needed by Commissioner London.

NOTE:
STAFF TO PROVIDE OR ARRANGE FOR SPECIFIC COMPUTER TRAINING AS REQUESTED BY COMMISSIONER LONDON

Commissioner London discussed the purchase and installation of a lightning detection system in some City parks and suggested the City “piggyback” on another entity’s contract as appropriate.

Commissioner London noted he was disappointed with the choice of landscape materials on Layne Boulevard. The plants do not appear to be low maintenance which is not in accordance with the City’s landscaping guidelines.  He stated the City needs a defined, consistent landscaping plan which would enhance the entire City.  City Manager Good noted the landscaping of the entrance to the Golden Isles Area on Layne Blvd. was intended to be consistent with the area and appropriate plant materials are subject to opinion.  Landscaping design guidelines for buildings, swales and medians vary based on the size of the land and the amount of shade.  Installation of plants and trees on State roads is subject to Department of Transportation requirements which can be inconsistent with City landscaping guidelines.  City Manager Good will look into these concerns.  
Commissioner London noted usage hours for the Golden Isles Park are 8:00 A.M. to dusk but lights stay on in the park after hours creating too much light.  Mayor Cooper stated she has been advised that residents want the park lights on after hours and the City should look into extending the hours of the park. 

Commissioner London noted that Sunset Drive just east of Hibiscus Drive is cracked.  City Manager Good stated this will be handled.

In regard to the proposed Icon Tower project at 900 South Federal Highway, Commissioner London was advised a land use change would be coming to the City Commission for consideration. 

Information regarding a proposed development at the Diplomat Mall will be distributed to the City Commission following receipt by the City. 

9. EVENTS REPORT

Mayor Cooper noted Hallandale Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Carl Watson was instrumental in bringing the movie industry to review sites in South Florida toward using the region for movie locations.  Gulfstream Race Track and Casino was one of the locations.  

Mayor Cooper stated that two municipal elected officials need to serve on the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).  Since the MPO’s function is to address transit and transportation, she is recommending the name of the organization be changed.  

Mayor Cooper noted there was a meeting of the MPO, the Broward County Commission and the Florida Department of Transportation regarding transit and transportation and it was noted that 50% of transportation funding is allocated to maintenance; seaports and toll roads take a large portion of the funding.  The “wish list” of local governments for transit and transportation improvements or enhancements has a comparatively low amount of funding.  There will be a Transit Summit meeting on November 17, 2007 in the evening to discuss transit issues.

City Manager Good noted he spoke about the legislative session with Senator Geller and there is concern about the proposed tax plan which involves extensive revenue cuts now and in the future.  The Commission will receive a report about the impacts of the plan and the position of the City.   
Mayor Cooper discussed bus shelter compliance with Americans with Disability Act (ADA) requirements.  Mayor Cooper is to send a letter to the Broward County Administrator explaining the City’s commitment to meet all ADA requirements and explaining the difficulties in acquiring easements for the bus shelters. 

NOTE:

LETTER TO BE PREPARED FOR MAYOR’S EXECUTION

Mayor Cooper noted she testified at the recent Budget and Tax Commission Public Hearing and there was a good dialogue.  
Vice Mayor Julian noted the 2nd Annual Pasta Dinner fund raiser is scheduled for Sunday, October 21, 2007 at 5:00 P.M. at the Cultural Center.  

City Manager Good noted the annual Volunteer Banquet is scheduled for Friday evening, October 19, 2007.  
The joint Commission Meeting with the City of Hollywood is scheduled for November 27, 2007 at the Cultural Center at 7:00 P.M. 

Commissioner Ross noted she attended the First Ladies of Broward event sponsored by the Broward County Fair.  She also attended the Florida League of Cities meeting in Tampa where she serves on the Home Rule Administration Committee and Vice Mayor Julian serves on the Urban Planning Committee. 

It was noted that Commissioners Ross and London attended an International Business Symposium sponsored by Vision Broward which included a Red Light Camera System Symposium as part of an International Transit Conference. 

Mayor Cooper noted she was asked to be the keynote speaker at a Gaming Summit at the Hard Rock Casino in Hollywood.  She encouraged inviting the County Commission to attend the next Gaming Summit. 

Commissioner London noted his attendance at a meeting regarding Broward County Land Use changes as part of County Charter review.  
Commissioner London noted that EDAW, the City’s Master Plan consultants, were setting up an office in Room 192 adjacent to the Commission Chambers and encouraged residents to provide input. 
Commissioner London noted his continued participation in the Design Institute and that he had selected the proposed change in land use at the Diplomat Country Club as his project.  
Commissioner London noted his attendance at the Miami Gardens City Council Meeting.  Of particular interest was the procedure whereby the elected official who starts the vote on an item rotates (voice votes and roll call votes).  Further, in order to consider any agenda item, there must be motion and a second for discussion.   It is Commissioner London’s intention to bring the rotation of starting the voting on items to the Commission for consideration at a subsequent meeting.  

Commissioner London advised he had attended the FBI Citizen Academy and encouraged residents to attend the City’s Police Academy. 

Commissioner London advised he met with Broward County Traffic Control where it was demonstrated that there is a traffic control problem in Hallandale Beach.  Mayor Cooper clarified that the City is not yet part of the County’s traffic signal synchronization system. 

City Manager Good noted that a Public Forum is scheduled for 7:00 P.M. on November 20, 2007 in the Commission Chambers to review the Floodplain Management and Hazard Mitigation Plan developed by the Floodplain Management Plan Committee.  This plan is required as part of the process of achieving a rating of 6 under the Community Rating System which will result in a 20% reduction in flood insurance premiums for properties within the City’s flood zones.  
City Manager Good invited the Commission to tour and have lunch at the new water plant. 

NOTE:
TOUR OF THE NEW WATER TREATMENT PLANT TO BE ARRANGED

10.  OTHER

Vice Mayor Julian noted he was present for the donation of the surplus Rescue Vehicle to the Forts Lake – Franklin Creek Volunteer Fire Department in Mississippi. School supplies, gift cards, shoes and clothing were also donated to the City’s sister City of Gautier, Mississippi. Vice Mayor Julian noted the region is still devastated.  
City Attorney Jove asked for an Executive Session per Florida Statutes Section 286 on or before October 25, 2007 regarding the matter of Hagopian and Cirilo. 

The Executive Session regarding the matter of Hagopian and Cirilo is scheduled for October 22, 2007 at 3:00 P.M. in Room 219. A second Executive Session will also be held on October 22, 2007 at 3:45 P.M. in Room 219 regarding litigation with ECS. 
Commissioner London advised the Social Security Office on West Hallandale Beach Blvd. is closing and steps to reduce the effect are being considered. 

Mayor Cooper noted she received a letter from Ms. Lea Ronen regarding the parking situation and unsafe conditions on N.E. 14th Ave.  She inquired if designated parking spaces can be set and vehicles illegally parked removed.  City Manager Good stated the safety issues are being addressed and the City is adhering to prior agreements with the developer.  With construction of the proposed RK Towers, City Manager Good further noted about 50 parking spaces would be lost.  One option, among others under consideration, is the construction of a parking garage to be used by shoppers and residents.  The safety and other issues are being addressed in a comprehensive approach toward resolution.   
City Manager Good noted the Three Islands Council had determined the City could proceed to establish off-street parking along Three Islands Blvd., Parkview Drive and Leslie Drive. 

Mayor Cooper noted she was co-chair of a campaign to benefit breast cancer research and approximately $350,000 was raised. 

City Manager Good noted that the City’s roll back millage rate for Fiscal Year 2007-2008 has been adjusted from 5.04 mills to 4.9856 mills because the appraised value of properties in the community increased by 10%.  

City Manager Good further advised that the Broward County Historic Grant for the PBA Hall restoration was approved in the amount of $78,735.  
Commissioner Ross noted that she attended the kick off of a program in the Public Schools in which children are taught about voting and the importance of exercising the right to vote.  Mock elections are held. 

Mayor Cooper noted Supervisor of Elections Snipes has discussed the use of mail ballots with the Broward League of Cities. 

Commissioner London noted there was a meeting of the Three Islands Council at which the Three Islands Safe Neighborhood District guardhouses and gates were discussed.  Effective November 1, 2007, residents who have not picked up their gate opening devices will have delayed entry into the Safe Neighborhood District and residents will be asked to pick up their device(s).    City Manager Good advised all residents have been notified to pick up the device. The deadline for pick up of the device was included in a letter that was sent to all residents within the district.

Mayor Cooper adjourned the meeting at 9:59 P.M. 




RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,





_______________________                            





               Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________                        

              City Clerk

RECORDING SECRETARY:

Shari Canada

APPROVED BY COMMISSION:
________________________

OCTOBER 17, 2007
1
OCTOBER 17, 2007
9

