MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH, FLORIDA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2007 AT 10:00 AM

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 10:18 A.M.

2. ROLL CALL

Mayor Cooper, Vice Mayor Julian, Commissioners London, Ross and Schiller, City Manager Good, City Attorney Jove, City Clerk McGough – All Present

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Bianka Pupka, Hallandale Elementary School.

4. PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS

A. Presentation of Certificates to Student Citizens of the Month

Bianka Pupka, Hallandale Elementary School, received a certificate of recognition as student citizen of the month for March, 2007.

Principal Ludwig, Hallandale Elementary School, provided an update and advised the school dedication ceremony will be on Friday, May 11, 2007 beginning at 9:00 A.M.

B. Proclamation Proclaiming April as Water Conservation Month

Mayor Cooper presented the Proclamation to Bert Waters and Carole Morris from the South Florida Water Management District. 

Mayor Cooper spoke of the recommended City ordinance which mandates South Florida Water Management District Phase I restrictions as a permanent measure. 

Bert Waters, South Florida Water Management District, stated that the City’s recommended ordinance which permanently adopts Phase I restrictions is to be commended. He spoke of the possible Phase II restrictions and stated that the South Florida Water Management District Board would discuss these restrictions at the April 12, 2007 Board meeting. The restrictions, if approved, would go into affect on April 13, 2007.   Bert Waters introduced Carole Morris and advised she would be coordinating with the City regarding South Florida Water Management District programs. 
City Manager Good requested clarification of the Phase II restrictions.  Ms. Morris advised that the restriction would as follows: Watering is permitted on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 4 a.m.-8 a.m. for homes with addresses that end with an odd number. Watering is permitted on Thursdays and Sundays from 4 a.m.-8 a.m. for homes with addresses that end with an even number or with no address. Hand watering with one hose and an automatic shut-off nozzle is also allowed from 5 p.m.-7 p.m. on the same days.  
C. Presentation of Certificates of Recognition to First Responders to Incident # 2133, Landing of Refugees on Hallandale Beach

A news clip from Channel 6 dated March 28, 2007 was shown describing the incident and actions of the City Officials and Employees. 

Mayor Cooper read a letter from City of Ft. Lauderdale Commissioner Carlton Moore congratulating the City of Hallandale Beach on a job well done. 

Chief Sullivan, Fire Rescue Department, spoke of the coordinated and dedicated effort of the City to respond to the incident.  He thanked the Fire Rescue, Police, Human Services and Public Works departments for their assistance and support. 

Certificates were presented to Fire Department personnel that responded and assisted with the incident.  

Chief Magill, Police Department, stated the Police Department personnel did an excellent job and should be commended for the compassion and empathy shown to the refugees. 

Certificates were presented to Police Department personnel that responded and assisted with the incident. 

Marian McCann Collie, Director, Human Services Department, spoke of the efforts of the Human Services Department and thanked Wal-Mart for the donation of clothing for the refugees. 

Certificates were presented to Human Services Department personnel that responded and assisted with the incident. 

Jenny Cheretis described removal of the boat from the beach by the Department of Public Works.  Mike Morse, Public Works Department, stated the boat removal was a group effort and thanked the City of Hollywood for assistance.

Certificates were presented to Public Works Department personnel that responded and assisted with the incident. 

Rebecca Munden-Correa, Director, Parks and Recreation Department, described the efforts of lifeguards assigned to the beach in assisting with the incident.  Certificates were provided to Ms. Correa for presentation to the lifeguards.

D. Recognition of Promotion of Darin Ives, Jeffrey Lyon and Ronald "Brian" Polomny to the Rank of Fire Department Lieutenant

Chief Sullivan spoke of the importance of the Lieutenant position within the Fire Department. He noted the backgrounds and contributions of each of the three individuals who were promoted.  Mayor Cooper presented certificates of recognition to Mr. Ives, Mr. Lyon and Mr. Polomny who  thanked the City for the recognition.  

Retirement and Re-Hire of Assistant Police Chief Kirchoff 

Chief Magill spoke of the important role of Assistant Police Chief.  He advised that Assistant Police Chief Kirchoff had retired and then was rehired by the City as Deputy Police Chief. He advised that he worked with Congressman Kendrick Meeks office to arrange for a United States flag to be flown over the United States Capital. Alexander Luey from Congressman Meeks Office noted the flag was flow on March 23, 2007 in honor of Assistant Chief Kirchoff’s retirement after 26 years of dedicated and exemplary service to the City. 

Deputy Chief Kirchoff stated he was honored to serve the City for 26 years and looked forward to continuing to be a part of the Police Department as Deputy Police Chief.    

E. Discussion of Public Works Construction Projects

Report presented by Jenny Cheretis, Director of Public Works, Utilities and Engineering. 

Ms. Cheretis advised that the Golden Isles Guard House will be complete within the next 3 to 4 weeks.  

Mayor Cooper asked about landscaping at the Golden Isles Guard House and whether a grant could be obtained to pay for the landscaping. City Manager Good stated that the City will be applying for a grant.  
City Manager Good advised a 30 foot right of way is needed and is being pursued to re-align S.E. 9th Street to  facilitate the movement of traffic from Gulfstream to South Dixie Highway.  A 3 lane facility is contemplated. 

Commissioner Schiller requested an update on the status of the countdown pedestrian crossing at A1A and Hemispheres Condominiums. Ms. Cheretis advised that the count down crossing is to be installed by Broward County by April 15, 2007. 
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (to be heard at 10:15 A.M.)

Charlie Cowie, 241 SW 9 Ave, spoke of disciplining children and the use of curfews. He also stated the City should control development by not approving increases in zoning densities.  

Mayor Cooper stated the City should take a proactive stance on discipline.  The City of Atlanta has adopted regulations regarding clothing standards and the City of Hallandale Beach should evaluate adopting similar regulations. 

Mary Washington, 760 NW 5 Court, spoke of the sewer project along NW 5th Court and NW 7th Avenue and wanted to know if it was an emergency or scheduled project and asked for more communication to the residents. City Manager Good stated the City provides advanced notice to residents for scheduled work.  Notification may include a block meeting. As many people as possible are notified if the project is an emergency. 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS (to be heard at 10:30 A.M.)

A. Consideration of Application #31-07-V by Cornerstone Hallandale for a Variance from Section 32-790 Regarding Time Limits of Major Development Approvals to Allow for an Extension of the Approval of Application #99-01-DB. The property is Located at 601 Old Federal Highway (Staff: Director of Development Services)(see backup)  CMD# 002/05

Attorney Steve Geller, 2411 Hollywood Blvd., representative of the applicant, waived the Quasi-judicial process. 

City Manager Good provided background on the project and stated that the property has changed owners more than once since the initial project was approved by the Commission. He stated that the project approval was for 147 affordable housing units with 5 stories.  Any changes to the project would have to come back before the Commission for approval.  

Christy Dominguez, Director of Planning and Zoning, advised that the project was approved on March 18, 2003 and that an extension was given on July 6, 2004 to March 18, 2005. She stated that the property was sold to a new developer and this developer is before the Commission to request an extension in order to apply for a grant from the State of Florida to offset the costs of building the affordable housing units.  

Commissioner London asked about the State’s prescribed affordable housing rates. City Manager Good stated that it is a sliding scale based on income and that this project would adhere to the State Affordable Housing Guidelines. Under these guidelines, a one bedroom unit would rent for about $600 a month, a two bedroom about $745 a month and a three bedroom from $800 to $900 a month.  Twenty percent of the units must be priced for very low income persons and the remaining eighty percent for low income persons.

Attorney Steve Geller stated that it is the applicant’s intent for 20% of the units to be set aside for the elderly but it is not part of the grant proposal to the State. All of the units will be for affordable housing.  He stated that he needs a zoning letter from the City stating that the project approvals are extended and that there are no additional conditions to that approval in order to apply for the grant.

Mayor Cooper asked if there are any changes to the project does the developer have to come before the Commission for approval. City Manager Good stated that the developer would have to come back to the City Commission for any changes because of the Planned Development District (PDD) zoning. 

Vice Mayor Julian asked if the grant is not received will the project proceed.  Mr. Geller stated that if the grant is not awarded to the developer they would not continue with the project. Mr. Geller spoke of the benefits the grant funding would have such as providing tax credits to investors financing the construction of the affordable housing project.  

Commissioner Schiller asked if the units would be accessible in accordance with requirements under the Americans with Disability Act (ADA). Mr. Geller advised that the entire building will be ADA compliant and a certain number of the units will also be ADA accessible. 

Commissioner Ross asked if the City had any plans for the property. City Manager Good stated that the City had no specific plans for the property and the proposed use is compatible with the area and can assist in the displacement of the mobile home residents. 
City Manager Good recommended approval of the extension. 

Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing.

Charlie Cowie, 214 SW 9 Ave. asked if this project involved section 8 units.  Mr. Geller stated this is not a section 8 housing project and that Cornerstone requires background and criminal checks of all residents. 

Seeing no other speakers the Public Hearing was closed. 

Mayor Cooper asked how long the extension would be. Ms. Dominguez advised the extension would be through October 4, 2007. 

Ms. Dominguez noted a Scribner’s error.  The application number in the staff report should be Application #99-02-DB rather than Application #99-01-DB. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER ROSS, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER TO APPROVE THE EXTENSION OF THE MARCH 18, 2003 PRIOR PROJECT APPROVAL WITH THE CONDITION THE APPLICANT SUBMITS WITHIN SIX MONTHS A NEW MAJOR DEVELOPMENT REVIEW APPLICATION FOR THE PROJECT.  OTHERWISE, ALL APPROVALS FOR APPLICATION # 99-01-DB WILL EXPIRE 10/04/07. The motion carried by a roll call vote, as follows:  

AYES: Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice-Mayor Julian; Mayor 


Cooper.  


NAYS: None. 

B. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending the City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 18, Occupational Licenses, Article II "Occupational License Tax," Providing for Conflicts; Providing for Severability; and Providing for an Effective Date. (Second Reading) (City Attorney)(see backup)

Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing. Seeing no speakers the Public Hearing was closed. 

Motion BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDed BY COMMISSIONER ROSS to approve the ordinance on second reading. The motion carried by a roll call vote, as follows:  

AYES: Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice-Mayor Julian; Mayor 


Cooper.  


NAYS: None. 

C. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending Chapter 21, Personnel, Article II Civil Service, Division 2, Civil Service Board, Section 21-62 Meetings. (Second Reading) (Staff: Personnel Director)(see backup)

Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing. Seeing no speakers the Public Hearing was closed. 

Motion  BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS to approve the ordinance on second reading. The motion carried by a roll call vote, as follows:  

AYES: Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice-Mayor Julian; Mayor 


Cooper.  


NAYS: None. 

D. An Ordinance of the City of Hallandale Beach, Florida, Amending Chapter 30, Utilities, Article II Water Service, Division 4 Water Conservation, Section 30-133 Restrictions on Landscape Irrigation, and Creating Sections 30-134 "Water Conservation Regulations", and 30-135 "Distribution of Plants and Trees by the City", Establishing Permanent Water Conservation Measures; Providing for Conflicts, Providing for Severability; and Providing for an Effective Date.(First Reading)(Staff:  Director, Public Works/Utilities/Engineering)(see backup) CAD# 032/06

City Manager Good provided background on the item and discussed conservation efforts of the City. He requested that additional language be added after Line 72 as follows: “If the South Florida Water Management District imposes restrictions to water usage that exceed the City’s ordinance requirements, the City will conform to these restrictions.” He also requested that Line 64 be amended by removal of the words “new and”. 

Mayor Cooper requested that lines 83-84 be amended to the following: “Section 30-134, Serving of Water by Restaurants.” (deleting “during Water Shortage Restrictions”)

Mayor Cooper Opened the Public Hearing. 

Chaive Mesmer, 717 NE 1 Street, spoke about energy efficient appliances and suggested that the City provide an incentive to residents that purchase these types of appliances.  

Motion BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER ROSS to approve ordinance on first reading as amended and set second reading for APRIL 18, 2007. The motion carried by a roll call vote, as follows:  

AYES: Commissioners London, Ross, and Schiller; Vice-Mayor Julian; Mayor 


Cooper.  


NAYS: None. 

7. CITY BUSINESS

A. Report from Marine Advisory Committee (Presented by Jerry Natelson, Chair)(see backup)

Report presented by Jerry Natelson, Chair, Marine Advisory Committee. 

Mr. Natelson requested that the City Commission do a Proclamation for Safe Boating Week. 

Mr. Natelson asked for clarification on the Advisory Committee’s duties and responsibilities regarding the City’s Marina project. City Manager Good stated that the committee’s recommendations are important and previous recommendations were incorporated into the plan and future recommendations would also be evaluated. The Marine Advisory Committee should continue to be involved in the marina project as it moves forward. 

Mr. Natelson stated that navigable waterways are an important part of the City and recommended that some of the waterways be dredged. City Manager Good advised that staff would evaluate the dredging of waterways. 

Commissioner London suggested the committee participate in the Adopt-a-Waterway Program.  
Commissioner Ross noted the 14th Avenue Canal is an important waterway to the community and it should be cleaned/maintained.  Mr. Natelson concurred with the committee’s participation in the Adopt a Waterway program. 

Mayor Cooper noted the City should encourage waterway adoption and revisit the item.  City Manager Good stated the waterway adoption program can be incorporated in the Agenda Result (AR) pertaining to dredging waterways. 
NOTE:
MARINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO SELECT WATERWAY FOR ADOPTION

Mayor Cooper noted that the City Hurricane Preparedness Forum is currently being planned.  

B. Report from Parks and Recreation Board (Presented by Barbara Southwick, Chair)(see backup)

Report was presented by Barbara Southwick, Chair, Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. 

Ms. Southwick requested that the City reconsider allowing individuals to serve on more than one Board and/or Committee and also reconsider allowing local business owners who do not live in the City to also serve on Boards and Committees.  Mayor Cooper requested that this be discussed at the Special Workshop Meeting on Ethics and the Protocol Manual.  

NOTE:
MEMBERSHIP ON BOARDS AND COMMITTEES TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE SPECIAL COMMISSION WORKSHOP MEETING REGARDING ETHICS/ PROTOCOL MANUAL SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 11, 2007   

Ms. Southwick presented the Wish List from the Parks and Recreation Board:

1.  Lightning detection and warning system for all the parks. 

Commissioner London noted he had researched this system prior to his appointment to the City Commission.  City Manager Good stated the estimated cost is $10,000 per park.  There are issues to be addressed as the City shares parks with the School Board.

2. Dog Park

City Manager Good stated staff will continue to evaluate toward finding a suitable location.

3. Finalizing new tennis court plans

City Manager Good noted the development of a new tennis court facility is part of a larger re-development partnership between the City, the Catholic Archdiocese of Miami and Magna Entertainment.  Twenty four acres are involved and the best use of this property for each of the partners is under evaluation.

4. City message system about parks and recreation activities

Ms. Southwick stated the City should consider how to better communicate with the public about parks and recreation activities and suggested a multi-media approach.

5. Creation of a Native Botanical Garden

Ms. Southwick requested that this type of garden be considered and City Manager Good noted a greenhouse could be used for the garden and a location at the Hepburn Center is under consideration.  
6. Day care for employees and volunteers

Ms. Southwick requested that this type of service be considered.

7. New restroom facilities at Joe Scavo Park and monitoring of restrooms at BF James Park

Mayor Cooper expressed a concern about liability with restroom facilities at Scavo Park.

8.  Continued partnership with the Schools to ensure access to all Parks and   Recreation programs to supplement School programs. 

The City’s partnership with the School Board is ongoing.

9. Include middle and high school students as liaisons to the Parks and Recreation Board

Ms. Southwick requested that the City consider formal action on this recommendation.

Commissioner London noted he had contacted all Board and Committee members recommended for appointment by former Commissioner Gibbons and advised them they could continue to serve or he could make a new appointment, as they desired.
C. Report from the Hallandale Community Council Scholarship Fund (Presented by Ann Fuller, Hallandale Beach Area Chamber of Commerce)(see backup)

Report presented by Ann Fuller, Hallandale Beach Area of Commerce, 1117 East Hallandale Beach Blvd., Suite 5.

Ms. Fuller noted that five graduating seniors received $13,400 is scholarship assistance and six supplemental awards were made totaling $19,000.   All recipients are from Hallandale Beach.  Commissioner London asked how supplemental awards are determined and Ms. Fuller stated these awards are made to students doing well with their studies and the amount varies based on need. 

Ms. Fuller stated that donations are accepted and can be brought or mailed to the Hallandale Beach Area Chamber of Commerce.

D. Consideration of Appointment of Four Civilian Members to the Civil Service Board (Staff: Personnel Director)(see backup)

City Manager Good stated that there have been a number of applications received to fill these vacancies. He stated applications were received from Jerry Natelson. Michael Butler, Reverend Joe Johnson, Albert Cunningham and Sal Broccone. City Clerk McGough advised that an application had been received from Anthony Amato at 11:00 A.M. on April 4, 2007. 

George Amiraian, Director, Personnel, advised that the current civilian members were called and asked to submit an application if they were interested in continuing to serve on the Board. 

Mayor Cooper nominated Al Cunningham to continue serving on the Civil Service Board. Commissioner Schiller seconded the nomination.

Motion BY MAYOR COOPER, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER to appoint Al Cunningham to the Civil Service Board. The motion carried on a 5/0 voice vote. 
Vice Mayor Julian nominated Sal Broccone to continue to serve on the Civil Service Board.  Commissioner Ross seconded the nomination. 

Motion by vice mayor julian, seconded by commissioner ross to appoint Sal broccone to the Civil Service Board. The motion carried on a 5/0 voice vote. 
Vice Mayor Julian nominated Jerry Natelson as a new appointment to the Civil Service Board.  Commissioner Ross seconded the nomination. 

Motion by vice mayor julian, seconded by commissioner ross to appoint Jerry NATELSON to the Civil Service Board. The motion carried on a 4/1 voice vote with Commissioner London voting No. 
Mayor Cooper nominated Rev. Joe Johnson.  There was no second to the nomination.

Commissioner London nominated Michael Butler.  There was no second to the nomination.

Vice Mayor Julian nominated Eudyce Steinberg.  Commissioner Schiller seconded the nomination. 

Motion BY VICE MAYOR JULIAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SCHILLER to appoint EUDYCE STEINBERG to the Civil Service Board. The motion carried on a 4/1 voice vote with Commissioner London voting No. 









Mr. Amiraian advised that the election of the employee board members would be completed by the end of the week.

8. OTHER

Mayor Cooper advised escheated property had been received from Broward County and is designated for the Affordable Housing Program. 
Mayor Cooper stated that slots/gaming bills have passed through the State Senate.  The bill added an additional 2000 slot machines, permits ATM machines at the gaming facilities, and increased the hours of operations for weekends and holidays with local government approval. She stated that the bill is now moving to committee review in the State House of Representatives. 
Mayor Cooper advised the current bill related to mobile homes still burdens local governments rather than owners and developers with compensating displaced residents.  

Mayor Cooper congratulated the Hallandale Beach Pops Orchestra on a successful season.

Vice Mayor Julian advised that the Employee Health Fair is scheduled for May 11, 2007. He also stated that the South Florida Community Blood Bank has requested to do a Community blood drive on the same date. City Manager Good advised that he did not recommend a Citywide Blood Drive directly associated with the Employee Heath Fair as the general public may attempt to enter the health fair which has been planned for city employees. Selecting another date for a community blood drive and possible City participation should be evaluated. 

Vice Mayor Julian advised that the Landlord-Tenant Seminar will be on April 25, 2007 at the Cultural Center from 6:00 – 8:00 PM. 
City Manager Good advised that the new Water Treatment Plant is nearing completion and that work is being done on the right of way along the N.W. 3rd Street roadway (unpaved area) to install a solid wall. He stated that informational flyers have been distributed to the area residents.  
City Manager Good advised that the Hurricane Preparedness Forum is scheduled for May 31, 2007 at the Cultural Center from 6:30 to 9:00 PM.  
Mayor Cooper recessed the meeting at 1:59 P.M. 

9. PLANNING AND SCHEDULING MEETING (to be heard during lunch recess in Room 219)

Mayor Cooper reconvened the meeting in Room 219 at 2:48 PM. 

The calendar of events for the month of April was discussed.  

Mayor Cooper requested that a letter be sent to the Civil Service Board Civilian Members thanking them for their service on the Board.  A letter is to be sent to each newly appointed member of the Civil Service Board.   

Mayor Cooper requested that a presentation be done at the next meeting regarding the Boards duties and responsibilities, including conducting Board business in the “sunshine”.  

Vice Mayor Julian advised that Commissioners can advertise in the Democratic Club newsletter for $100 for a business card size advertisement. 

Vice Mayor Julian advised that on April 11, 2007 there is a business card exchange at the Breezeway Bar from 5:00 – 7:00 PM. 

City Manager Good noted that public information is being distributed regarding the water restrictions. 
Mayor Cooper suggested a program be instituted for condominiums that have demonstrated that they are “waterwise” including presentation of a certificate which would be placed in a highly visible location within the condominium. City Manager Good stated that the establishment of a program would be evaluated. 

The Commission concurred to Sponsor for $5,000 the April 27, 2007 Fire Chiefs Association of Broward County Annual Golf Tournament with proceeds benefiting the American Red Cross.

The Commission concurred to Sponsor a Hole for $125 for the April 27, 2007 Latin Chamber of Commerce of Broward County’s 5th Annual Golf Tournament.

Commission concurred to provide a $250 donation for a half page advertisement in support of  the 4th Annual 2-1-1 First Call for Help Advocate of the Year Luncheon. 

Mayor Cooper stated that the Children’s Services Council (CSC) has reduced funding for programs at Ebenezer Baptist Church (Rev. Johnson’s church).  An agreement with the CSC was negotiated whereby the organization would fund programs within Hallandale Beach in exchange for not contributing to the CRA Trust Fund.  This matter needs to be investigated including what programs the CSC is funding within the City and in what amounts. 

City Manager Good advised of the following upcoming events: May 12, 2007 the City’s Birthday Celebration and May 18, 2007 the City Employee Banquet. 

Commissioner Ross noted that the Historical Board should have a display of City artifacts at the Birthday celebration. 
City Manager Good noted that the Ethics/Protocol Manual Workshop is scheduled on April 11, 2007 at 10:00 AM in room 257 City Hall. 
The Commission concurred to have the July 4th fireworks display on the weekend before the 4th of July (on June 30, 2007 or July 1, 2007). 
The Commission reached consensus that there will be no Commission Meetings in the Month of July, 2007 (Commission break). 

The State Department of Transportation has requested use of the Commission Chambers to hold a community meeting on May 3, 2007 from 4:00 to 7:00 P.M. to discuss improvements on West Hallandale Beach Blvd.  The City should also advertise this community meeting.

In regard to the Broward Meals on Wheels Program, the Commission took no action on participating in a meal delivery event.  Further, staff is to find out what program participants pay for their food.    
In regard to contributions to organizations, in general, a letter is to be submitted to each organization receiving City funding requesting that a response must be received in writing if the organization wishes to be considered for additional funding.  
At the Women in Municipal Government event, City pens and other items may be distributed.

Mayor Cooper announced that the Commission was going into an Executive Session to discuss Union Negotiations with the General Employees Union.  

The Executive Session was convened at 4:04 P.M. 

Mayor Cooper adjourned the Executive Session at 5:02 P.M.

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 5:03 P.M.
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